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ences are unverifiable ; while the notes, which contain many of the most 
important criticisms and conclusions, are so awkwardly inserted at the 
ends of the three parts into which the volume is divided that reference 
to them is difficult. The index, which has been prepared by Mr. Alex- 
ander Savine, seems excellent. 

Frances G. Davenport. 

Innocent III.: La Croisade des Albigeois. Par Achille Luchaire. 

(Paris: Hachette et Cie. 1905. Pp.262.) 

In this volume M. Luchaire continues the study begun in Innocent 
III.: Ronte et I'ltalie 1 . It is to be hoped that he will eventually publish 
a history of Innocent III. with a sufficient apparatus of foot-notes, etc. 
In spite of all that has been written concerning the great pope, there is 
need for such a work, and M. Luchaire shows in this volume, as he has 
done in his preceding work, that he is pre-eminently fitted for the task. 

The book is divided into five chapters, treating respectively " La 
France du Midi et l'opposition religieuse " ; " La papaute et les here- 
tiques " ; " Les preliminaires de la Croisade " ; " La Guerre des Albi- 
geois " ; and " Les tentatives de reaction ". The first is a brief but 
delightful sketch of the conditions in la France ensoleillee on the eve of 
the Albigensian Crusade. If space permitted, we would gladly quote 
some of the passages in which the author portrays the characteristics of 
the people and the reasons for the spread of heresy. Possibly here 
more than anywhere else in his writings M. Luchaire has shown his 
artistic skill in seizing the words and phrases best fitted to depict the 
conditions which he wishes to emphasize. 

The other chapters, as the titles indicate, are devoted to a study of 
Innocent's attitude toward heresy, and especially the Albigensian Cru- 
sade. Events are narrated only to illustrate the pope's actions, and the 
account practically ends with the Fourth Lateran Council. It is not a 
history of the Albigensian Crusade. Even for the period which it 
covers, many of the important details of the war are omitted, because 
they are not important for the author's purpose. 

The contribution which this book makes is a careful study of the 
diplomatic relations which Innocent carried on with his own legates, 
with the leaders of the crusade, with the nobles of Languedoc, and with 
the kings of France and Spain. M. Luchaire does not believe in "the 
prearranged duplicity ", or " the purposed deceit ", of Innocent. He 
represents the pope repeatedly as " mal obei, mal renseigne, tiraille entre 
ses propres tendances et les suggestions des violents " (p. 148). He 
shows how the legates exceeded their instructions and practically forced 
Innocent to recognize the fait accompli. He believes that Innocent at 
the Lateran Council yielded against his will in disinheriting the two 
Raymonds of Toulouse, and that " en sauvant leur dynastie de la ruine 
totale, il avait rendu leur succes possible" (p. 259). 

1 See American Historical Review, X. 633-634. 
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The student who is familiar with the subject realizes how thoroughly 
this volume is based upon sources, but must regret that there are no 
references. He would prefer to know what passages the author con- 
sidered in reaching a given conclusion. The pope's actions were so 
enigmatical and contradictory that there is ample room for difference of 
opinion as to his motives. M. Luchaire's well-founded reputation for 
thoroughness and impartiality predisposes us to accept his general con- 
clusions, but when there are no foot-notes there must always be a linger- 
ing doubt whether important passages may not have been overlooked. 
Ought even a great scholar to present a new point of view without 
furnishing his proofs? Dana Carleton M unro. 

The OMce of an English Bishop in the First Half of the Fourteenth 
Century. By Edith Katherine Lyle. (Thesis presented to the 
Faculty of Philosophy of the University of Pennsylvania. 1903. 
Pp. v, 132.) 

We must confess to a feeling of disappointment as we finish reading 
this little treatise. As a catalogue of functions it is admirable, showing 
industrious research, painstaking investigation, careful reading, and a 
patient jotting down of the facts in an orderly fashion. The chapters 
are well arranged : Provision for Cure of Souls ; Diocesan Supervision ; 
Collection of Revenue ; Legislative and Judicial Work ; Procedure in the 
Ecclesiastical Courts; Powers Pertaining to the Episcopal Order. 
There is also a bibliography of about fifty sources and twenty-five 
secondary writers. But the work seems lacking in definite aim and pur- 
pose. It is not a thesis, for there is nothing stated to be proved or 
disproved and no definite conclusions are reached. Its subject is the 
functions rather than the office or position of a bishop. The opening 
part of the first chapter seems to promise much, declaring that " The 
English mediaeval bishops entered into the life of their time in a greater 
number of ways than did any other class of men. ... It is a modern, 
not a mediaeval point of view, which regards the bishop chiefly as an 
ecclesiastic." The fact of the large use of the bishops as royal officials 
is mentioned, but without any attempt to explain it as due partly to 
their superior learning and experience and partly to the king's desire 
to control the Church, or at any rate to use its highly organized and 
great administrative power in his own interest. 

One of the most interesting and valuable topics is that presented in 
the fourth and fifth chapters, under the titles " Legislative and Judicial 
Work " and " Procedure in the Ecclesiastical Courts ". It has long 
been a matter of wonder and regret to students of English history that 
no records of ecclesiastical courts have been preserved, or have yet 
come to light. In the records of the secular courts we trace the pro- 
cedure up to the time when, after due investigation and the guilt or in- 
nocence determined, the case being claimed by the ecclesiastical courts, 
the accused is handed over to the archdeacon or other official represen- 



